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HOME DESIGN TRENDS 
What’s trending in home improvement and design 

Whether a homeowner wants to improve their quality of life, 

add value to one of their most important assets, or both, certain 

home improvements are poised to add more value – financial 

and emotional – than others. The National Association of 

REALTORS conducted a study comparing projects with the 

greatest cost recovery to Sellers’ sense of satisfaction with the 

results to formulate a “joy score.”  

New roofing, siding, and garage door replacements topped the 

list of most valuable exterior projects. Interior improvements 

with the most promising results included replacing/refinishing 

floors and upgrading your home’s insulation:  

It’s harder to talk dollars and cents when it comes to aesthetics, 

but certain designs can appeal to buyers, help your house stand 

out in a competitive market, or give your forever home a fresh 

new look. Realtor.com, Zillow, HGTV, & Houzz have 

analyzed real estate data from the past year to determine what 

design trends people will be buzzing about in 2016: 

Neutrals & Metallics 

Painting and working with color 

can be an easy way to give any 

room a facelift or freshen your 

home if you’re thinking of 

selling. Muted motifs are 

expected to dominate in 2016, 

with pretty palettes featuring 

variations of whites, off whites, 

charcoals, and desaturated pale 

hues. Moving off the walls, 

however, stainless steel 

appliances in black and metallic alternatives are gaining 

popularity, especially when paired with raw materials and 

marble/wood/natural stone components.  

Natural Fiber Carpets & Rugs 

Made of tightly woven plant based 

material, natural fiber carpets and 

rugs are  durable, versatile, and eco-

friendly. From the softest jute  

(material used to make burlap) to 

the strongest sisal (agave plant), 

natural fiber accents can balance 

bold statement pieces, add texture, 

or be layered to add visual interest 

to any room.  

Stylish Tiles 

Extra-large format tiles can transform residential spaces, 

creating a sense of spaciousness and minimalism. Plus, they 

require less grout care. Use 

them in halls, on walls, 

stairways, facades, 

fireplaces, and exteriors. 

Engineered tile can even 

protect your home from 

heat, frost, mold, and other 

damage. Tiles of any size 

make a statement in bold 

textures (wood grain, brick, 

metallic), art deco motifs, 

and geometric patterns. 

Outdoor Living Spaces Create More Rooms 

Partially or fully covered patios and decks help maximize 

living space while allowing you to take advantage of warm 

sunlight and cooling breezes. Use things like tapestries, patio 

furniture, natural fibers, and plants in outdoor spaces and the 

indoor rooms adjacent to them to complete the transition. 

Killer Kitchens 

The hub of the modern home, Kitchens are used for meal prep, 

dining, entertaining, storage, working, cleaning, and high 

traffic hangout areas. Trending for 2016 are Chef’s kitchens 

and open, “barely there” kitchens featuring multi-function, 

modular furniture, open shelves, and fewer walls between 

cooking areas and the rest of the house. 

TECH UPDATE
Virtual home tours get an upgrade with new stabilizer 

Roohan Realty has invested in a leading camera stabilization 

technology to help capture smooth, professional-looking video. 

With the ability to shoot 360° panoramas, time lapse videos, 

and remote control via smartphone, check our website in the 

coming weeks to see the next generation of virtual tours.

Homes & Antiques 

http://www.roohanrealty.com/blog/tips-and-advice/remodeling-joy-return-on-investment/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4CMjfKtK7N1L1ReXi9gWmw
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RESTAURANT SHUFFLE 
2016 brings big changes to Saratoga’s culinary scene 
 
Maestro’s is moving from the Van Dam (adjacent to the 

Adelphi Hotel which is being renovated) to McGregor Links 

Country Club at 359 Northern Pines Road in Wilton. A soft 

opening for club members is set 

for March 2016, while the 

restaurant is scheduled to open 

to the public in April. The move 

will also allow the  restaurant to 

expand their catering business - 

its owners are also Partners at 

Symphony Catering. Although 

their much-loved menu is 

expected to stay the same, 

Maestro’s Head Chef is leaving 

to open his own eatery... 

MaestrosAtTheVanDam.com 
 

Osteria Danny, by former 

Maestro’s Chef Danny 

Petrosino and his wife Patti,  

will offer dinner service in the 

form of a cozy, 48-person 

American Italian eatery. A 30+ year veteran of the industry, 

Petrosino’s reputation includes a proven track record of 

excellence including local favorite, Mio Posto. Opening this 

January, Osteria Danny will feature wood fired pizzas ($12+), 

small plates ($8+), and a blackboard menu with daily and 

seasonal specials ($18+). The restaurant will be located at 26 

Henry Street near Congress Park, in the space that was 

Capriccio Saratoga. OsteriaDanny.com  

 

Globally acclaimed talent arrives with Salt & Char, which 

will occupy the space (formerly Maestro’s) at  the Van Dam on 

Broadway. Master chef and Restaurant Hall of Famer Gray 

Kunz, will take the helm at an upscale steakhouse he describes 

as a “modern twist on a timeless classic.” His menu will 

“celebrate the best of the Hudson Valley by featuring talented 

local producers, farmers and artisans.” Expect generous cuts of 

regionally farm-raised beef, including Tomahawk and Sirloin 

steaks, Flat Bone, Wagyu, and dry aged cuts. Salt & Char is 

anticipated to open in March, just a few months before a 

second steakhouse hits the scene. 

 

Only two miles away, a Morton’s The Steakhouse will open 

at Saratoga Casino and Raceway. Owned by Landry’s Inc., 

(also owns Bubba Gump Shrimp Co. & Rainforest Café), 

Morton’s is bringing its nationally recognized brand to the 

casino’s newest hotel, which is currently under construction. 

The 6,500 sqft restaurant is costing an estimated $2.7M to 

build, making it the first Morton's restaurant north of 

Westchester County in New York. Both the restaurant and 

hotel are expected to open this summer with dinner 

reservations available as early as June. The expansion is poised 

to help Saratoga Casino and Raceway compete with the 

development of the $300M Rivers Casino and Resort in 

Schenectady. SaratogaCasino.com  |  Mortons.com 

 

As the steakhouse competition heats up, Hamlet & Ghost - a 

craft cocktail bar coming to 24 Caroline Street - is the first 

of its kind in Saratoga. Inspired by the bars and bartenders of 

the early 1900s, Hamlet & Ghost will offer “handcrafted 

cocktails, pleasing bites, and a 

relaxing ambiance seasoned with 

speakeasy influence and modern 

style.” Drinks ($9+) will be 

concocted using house made juices, 

bitters, and tinctures (herbal 

extracts). “[We’re a] speakeasy in 

the sense that we are inspired by the 

bars of that era, less so in that there 

will be no waxed mustaches or arm 

garters,” jokes co-Owner Brendan 

Dillon, who came up with the idea 

for the bar with his business 

partner, Dennis Kiingati, while 

working at Max London’s. A core 

part of that  idea was guaranteed 

seating to create a relaxed 

atmosphere and allow mixologists 

to spend more time with patrons - 

only 50 guests will be admitted at a time. Expect an intimate 

ambiance: wooden floors, an antique tin ceiling (in the 1870s, 

the space was a hardware store alleged to house a top secret 

gambling venue), European-style banquette, classic bar 

counter, live jazz, and tons of old world charm. It is scheduled 

to open in late January.  HamletAndGhost.com 

 

Another newcomer to downtown Saratoga Springs will be 

BurgerFi, a chain serving grass-fed Angus burgers, hot 

dogs, craft beer, and wine. Located at 460 Broadway (formerly 

Saratoga Saddlery), the franchise location is owned by  Bill Lia 

Jr. of Lia Auto Group and Angelo Mazzone.  Menu items 

include: a “Breakfast All Day Burger” with hash browns and 

syrup, a Brisket Burger, a Hippie Veggie Burger,  a Chicken 

Apple  Dog, and frozen custards. BurgerFi.com 

FAREWELL TO LILLIAN ’S 
As we welcome 

new business 

downtown, we 

say goodbye to  

Lillian’s, which 

closed its doors 

on New Year’s 

Eve after 40 

years.  Photo: 

Roohan Realty 

hosted  one last 

Christmas lunch at the restaurant in December. Owner Ray 

Morris (center), stands with Tom Roohan (left) and Amy 

Sutton (right) who assisted him with the sale of the property. 

http://maestrosatthevandam.com/
http://osteriadanny.com/
http://graykunz.net/
http://saratogacasino.com/Home.aspx
http://mortons.com/
http://www.hamletandghost.com/
http://burgerfi.com/
http://www.roohanrealty.com/roohan-realty-news/lillians-restaurant-closes/
http://www.roohanrealty.com/roohan-realty-news/lillians-restaurant-closes/
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TRUCKIN’ WITH ROOHAN  

Congrats new homeowners Chris & Corey Mathiesen!  
 

“Having lived and worked in New York for nine years and 

Houston for the past year, my wife, Corey, and I started to re-

think our priorities and responsibilities once our son, Magnus, 

was born.  I grew up in Saratoga and thoughtfully presented its 

selling points as a place to raise our family… 

We used Palma Pedrick of Roohan Realty to find our home.  

Palma was informed, practical, responsive, and took initiative 

on several occasions.  Importantly, she was also engaging and 

fun to be around.  The truck that Roohan provided us was 

extremely helpful.  We were very pleased with our experience 

- thank you very much, Palma and Roohan Realty!”  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

View full list on our website: About Us  Local Events 
 
January 
28       Saratoga Chamber Annual Dinner 
30       Planned Parenthood Celebrate Choice Event 
 
February 
6              Chowderfest – Augie’s at Roohan Realty! 

                 Bartenders’ Ball for Wellspring 
12-14    Flurry Festival 

16-20   Saratoga Beer Week 

27       SPAC Winter Ball 
 
March 
 
11        YMCA’s Annual Campaign Party 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
May 6    Leadercast Saratoga 2016 
 

STAR DEADLINE NEARS  

Apply for NY’s STAR tax relief program by Feb. 28, 2016 
 
The deadline to apply for New York’s STAR tax relief 

discount program is almost here. Applications must be 

postmarked or received by your assessor’s office by the 

Taxable Status Date (Sunday, February 28, for many towns), 

so refer to the Municipal Profiles page on tax.ny.gov to find 

the assessment calendar for your municipality.  

 

What is STAR? 
STAR is a New York State tax relief program that lowers 

property taxes for certain owners – many times by several 

hundred dollars. There are two levels of benefits – basic and 

enhanced: 

 

Restrictions Basic Enhanced 

Residency 

You must own your home & it must be your 

primary residence.  

 

Your local assessor considers many factors to 

determine whether a property is your primary 

residence, like voting, vehicle registrations, 

and length of time spent each year on the 

property. 

Age No age restriction 65+ 

Income 

Eligibility in 

2016 based on 

income info 

from 2014 tax 

year 

$500,000 or less 

 

Applies to combined 

incomes of  the 

owners & owners’ 

spouses who reside at 

the property 

$84,550 or less 

 

Applies to all owners 

& any owner's 

spouse who resides 

at the property 

 

Applying for STAR 
Basic STAR 

1. Submit Form RP-425 Application for School Tax 

Relief (STAR) Exemption to your local assessor.  

 

Enhanced STAR:  

1. Submit Form RP-425 Application for School Tax 

Relief (STAR) Exemption to your assessor. 

2. Demonstrate that you meet the income requirement 

annually in one of two ways: 

 Apply annually – complete your STAR 

application and send it to your assessor with a 

copy of your income tax return(s) for the 

appropriate income tax year; or 

 Authorize verification your income eligibility – 

Submit Form RP-425-IVP School Tax Relief 

(STAR) Exemption: Optional Income Verification 

Program to provide your assessor with your 

social security number(s) and authorize 

verification of your income eligibility 

http://orpts.tax.ny.gov/MuniPro/
https://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/current_forms/orpts/rp425_fill_in.pdf
https://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/current_forms/orpts/rp425_fill_in.pdf
http://www.roohanrealty.com/about-us/local-events/
http://www.roohanrealty.com/about-us/
http://chamber.saratoga.org/events/details/97th-annual-dinner-12813
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/planned-parenthood-mohawk-hudson/get-involved-locally/specialevents
http://discoversaratoga.org/chowderfest
http://www.wellspringcares.org/bartender/
http://www.flurryfestival.org/
http://saratogabeerweek.com/
http://www.spac.org/events/2016/02/27/spac-winter-ball
http://srymca.org/ways-to-help/2016-annual-campaign-party/
http://www.roohanrealty.com/leadercast-saratoga/



