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SARATOGA: HEALTH HISTORY 
HORSES AND… HAUNTINGS? 
Remembering the supernatural side to our area’s rich 
historical past:  some of Saratoga’s most haunted places.  
 
Adelphi Hotel – Renovations to historic buildings are 

notorious for instigating paranormal activity in haunted places. 

Although the Adelphi Hotel, built in 1877, is currently 

undergoing renovation, stories of a woman in a blue dress 

haunting its halls have been heard since the 1970s. 

 

Canfield Casino in Congress Park – Built in 1870, the three 

story brick structure’s rumored hauntings are mostly linked to 

original owner, John Morrissey (a New York State Senator, 

Congressman, former heavyweight champion, and founder of 

the Saratoga Race Course), and a woman named Reubena 

Hyde Walworth. Reubena’s prominent Saratoga family never 

called the casino home, but their furniture and belongings are 

displayed on the 3
rd

 

floor, which now 

serves as  the Saratoga 

Springs History 

Museum. Reubena’s 

siblings and mother 

suffered years of 

tragedy at the hands of 

her father, Mansfield 

Walworth, a violent 

and abusive drunk who was eventually murdered by Reubena’s 

brother. A Vassar College graduate and humanitarian, Reubena 

volunteered to care for soldiers with typhoid fever, and after 

months of service, succumbed to the disease at the age of 31. 

She was buried with full military honors. Morrissey and 

Walworth are rumored to be responsible for the mysterious 

phenomena that’s occurred at the casino over the years, 

including full body apparitions,  moving objects, phantom 

smells, and the presence of a strange electromagnetic field. The 

Casino was also featured on Syfy’s Ghost Hunters in 2010.  

 

Batcheller Mansion Inn on Circular Street – This 1873 

Victorian mansion was home to Civil War Veteran and 

politician George Sherman Batcheller. Now an Inn and spa, 

staff and guests have reported sightings of supernatural origin, 

and the Inn has been investigated by the Albany Paranormal 

Research Society and The Atlantic Paranormal Society. 

 

Wilkinson Trail, Saratoga Battlefield - The Battles of 

Saratoga (Sept and Oct 1777) are considered the turning point 

of the Revolutionary war and recognized as one of the fifteen 

most decisive battles in world history. Many visitors report 

feelings of heaviness and disorientation along the trail, and 

some claim to hear a residual auditory sounds of gunshots, 

cannons and drumming in the distance. 

 

Olde Bryan Inn on Maple Ave – The inn was once owned by 

Revolutionary War era innkeeper-turned-spy, Alexander 

Bryan, whose reports to General Gates helped the Americans 

achieve victory during the Battles of Saratoga. Since the 1950s, 

the building’s owners, residents, and staff have reported 

sightings of Bryan and a female family member along with 

mysterious occurrences, especially in a 2
nd

 floor bathroom.  

 

Hattie’s Restaurant on Phila Street –Louisiana native, Hattie 

Moseley Austin (Gray), spent her $33 life savings after her 

husband’s death to open a chicken shack on Federal Street in 

1938. The entrepreneur’s home-cooked southern fare quickly 

became Saratoga Springs staple during the days of jazz, 

gambling and speakeasies, and was even frequented by 

celebrities like Jackie Robinson and Cab Calloway. In 1968, 

she moved it to Phila Street, where it 

remains today under new ownership. 

Described as a hardworking 

humanitarian with a wonderful sense 

of humor, Hattie was also rumored 

to practice voodoo in the building’s 

basement. After her death in 1998, 

strange occurrences were reported in 

there; some claim that her spirit 

watches over the  restaurant she 

loved so dearly, even making the 

occasional appearance. 

Photo by Michael Noonan, courtesy 

of Hattie’s Chicken Shack 

 

Caffe Lena on Phila Street – A legendary coffee house and 

venue since 1960, Caffe Lena is the oldest continuously 

running coffee house in the country. Founder Lena Spencer 

died tragically in 1989 after falling down the café’s stairs. 

Photographs taken inside the building have shown unusual 

mists, orbs, and shadows in the building, especially near the 

stairs where Spencer’s body was found. 

 

75 Spring Street – Formerly a Skidmore dorm, this building’s 

peculiar past started in the 1960’s. After reportedly seeing an 

apparition, some students used a Ouija Board to communicate 

with the presence, and observed chilling messages spelled out 

about an unsolved murder. The Police Chief later discovered 

records corroborating the mysterious message – a body to an 

unsolved murder had once been discovered there, sealed 

behind a closet wall.  

RESTORING SARATOGA  

Two historic buildings re-open following renovations, 
offering the convenience of downtown living while 
preserving Saratoga’s historic architectural character. 
 

The Algonquin (leasing 2016) - 510 Broadway 

Style: Apartments over commercial retail 

Amenities: W/D in every unit, rooftop decks, stainless 

appliances, USB outlets, off-street parking, fitness center, 

sauna, elevator access, common areas w/Wi-Fi, pets ok 

Price: $1,800 & up | Contact: Jason Thomas (518) 221-8920 

http://www.roohanrealty.com/blog/saratoga-centennial-canfield-casino-congress-park/
http://www.roohanrealty.com/blog/history-20-circular-street-saratoga/
http://www.nps.gov/sara/planyourvisit/upload/2015_WT_brochure_v2.pdf
http://www.oldebryaninn.com/
http://hattiesrestaurant.com/
http://www.caffelena.org/
http://www.roohanrealty.com/property/yearly-rentals/algonquin/
http://www.roohanrealty.com/agent/jason-thomas/
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Woodlawn Apts (now leasing) - 100-108 Woodlawn Ave  

Style: Row Houses (apartment units) 

Amenities: Brownstone-esque walkup porches, exposed brick, 

off street parking, decks/patios/atriums, A/C, bay windows, 

storage avail, 1 block from Broadway 

Price: $1,750 & up 

Contact: Oliver Aldrich (518) 421-2502 

SHOWCASE OF HOMES  
Congratulations McPadden Builders on Craw Farm awards 

Matt & Jaime McPadden (center) with Bill & Judy Morris (L) 

and REALTOR® Val Thompson & her husband Bill (R). 

 

We’re thrilled to congratulate our friends and partners,  

McPadden Builders on their spectacular showing at the 20
th

 

annual Showcase of Homes! Their model home, 8 Craw Lane 

in Wilton, won five awards in the Classic Home category: 

REALTORS Choice, Best Workmanship, Best Master Bath, 

Best Kitchen, and Best Landscaping (runner up).  

 

Craw Farm features  lots ranging 

from 0.46 – 1.14 acres. Choose a  

plan or bring your own. Central air, 

granite, hardwood, public water & 

sewer. From $299,900. Contact: Val 

Thompson (518) 421-7264 

TECH UPDATE  

 
Drones Over Homes 
Our drones & drone videos were on display at the Chamber’s 

B2B Expo in the City Center on Oct 1
st
. If you missed it, you 

can see our drone videos anytime on our YouTube channel – 

just go to our website and tap or click the VIDEOS link at the 

top-right of any page. 

 
App Finds Property 

Info in a “Snap” 
Our local Multiple 

Listing Service (MLS) 

recently partnered with 

Homesnap, a popular 

real estate app that lets 

you look up property 

info by taking a photo 

of any given home. Available to the public for free – search 

Homesnap in your device’s app store, or visit Homesnap.com  

 
House of the Week 
We’re now featuring a “House of the Week” section on our 

website every Wednesday – find it from our homepage (scroll 

¾ down, right above “Professional Photographer”), or see 

current & past featured homes on our blog. Includes Q&As 

with agents, photos & more.  

TRUCKIN’ WITH ROOHAN  

Congratulations newlyweds and  new homeowners, Steph 

& Josh Hogan!  

 

“We got married shortly 

after moving into our new 

home in June; the van 

helped us stay on schedule 

and relieved the stress of 

having to hire a moving company! Our agent, Christine 

Barton, coordinated 

with the Buyers so that 

we could store things 

in our new home before 

the closing so we were 

able to move in one 

night after work! 

Roohan Realty was 

very accommodating!” 

 

(model unit) 

http://www.roohanrealty.com/property/yearly-rentals/woodlawn/
http://www.roohanrealty.com/agent/oliver-aldrich/
http://www.roohanrealty.com/agent/valerie-thompson/
http://mcpaddenbuilders.com/
http://www.saratogashowcaseofhomes.com/
http://www.roohanrealty.com/home/6-craw-ln-wilton-ny-12831-201504733/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcEcqDi9WTPnFC6i1wgBEVnkiT8vRIRYC
http://www.homesnap.com/
http://www.roohanrealty.com/house-of-the-week/
http://www.roohanrealty.com/category/blog/house-of-the-week/
http://www.roohanrealty.com/agent/christine-hogan-barton/
http://www.roohanrealty.com/agent/christine-hogan-barton/
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IT’S THAT TIME…HOME 
HACKS FOR WINTER PREP 
The full article with helpful links to DIY guides & videos is 
available on our blog. 
 
 

     Trim trees and shrubs 

 
 
  
      Rake leaves, aerate & fertilize lawn 

 

 

 

      Clean gutters and downspouts  

 

  

      

      Check roof for loose tiles, replace (avoid leaks!) 

 

 

      

      Seal exterior gaps to keep critters from entering 

 

 

        

      Repair loose stones, steps to keep pathways safe  

 

 

 

      Gather winter supplies (shovels, scrapers, salt) 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

View full list on our website: About Us  Local Events 
 
 
October 
 
6 SCTB’s Annual Golf Tournament 
8 Franklin Community Center’s Project Lift 
10  Saratoga International Flavorfeast 
15  Rebuilding Together Saratoga Annual Dinner 
22  Saratoga Hospice “Touched By An Angel” 

31  2015 Saratoga DBA Fall Festival 
 
 
 
 

 
       Test smoke & CO2 detectors, fire extinguishers 

 
    
 
       Shut off exterior faucets, drain water  

 

 

 

       Remove A/Cs, add weather-stripping  

 

 

        

       Clean lint from dryer vents 

 

 

 

       Conduct a DIY energy audit (or hire a pro) 

 

 

 

       Get furnace checked, replace dirty filters 

 

 

 

        Refill items in home & car emergency kits 

 

        

 
Restock snow blower fuel, change oil & 

sparkplug if needed  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
November 
 
1         Fall back – Daylight Savings ends 
12      Saratoga Adult & Senior Center Gala 
14      Lake George Polar Plunge 
26      14

th
 Annual Turkey Trot 

 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
May 6    Leadercast Saratoga 2016 at Skidmore 

For  more  home-related  tips,  join   us  on   

Facebook, Twitter,   or   Pinterest! 

 

http://www.roohanrealty.com/blog/tips-and-advice/home-hacks-winter-prep/
http://www.roohanrealty.com/about-us/local-events/
http://www.roohanrealty.com/leadercast-saratoga/
https://www.facebook.com/RoohanRealty
https://twitter.com/RoohanRealty
https://www.pinterest.com/RoohanRealty/

